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Group Art Unit: 2835 



Examiner: Yelena Rossoshek 



Patent Application 
Attorney Docket No.: 57983.000155 
Client Reference No.: 16117ROUS02I 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of: 

Herman Kwong et al . 

Appln. No. : 10/728, 894 

Filed: December 8, 2003 

For: CONTACT MAPPING USING CHANNEL 
ROUTING 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

RESPONSE TO ELECTION/RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated March 3, 2006, 
please consider the following remarks regarding the above- 
identified patent application. 
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REMARKS 

The Office Action dated March 3, 2006, has been received 
and carefully considered. Claims 1-18 are pending in the 
present application. Reconsideration of the outstanding 

election/restriction requirement is respectfully requested based 
on the following remarks. 

I . THE ELECTION/RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

On page 2 of the Office Action, the Examiner asserts that 
the present application contains claims directed to two 
patentably distinct inventions: claims 1-9 and 15-18 drawn to a 
method for mapping contacts of a programmable logic device (PLD) 
to an electronic component in a signal routing device; and 
claims 10-14 drawn to a method for optimizing a mapping of 
contacts of a programmable logic device (PLD) to an electronic 
component in a signal routing device. 

The Applicant hereby respectfully traverses this 
election/restriction requirement, and hereby requests that the 
Examiner reconsider and withdraw this elect ion/restriction 
requirement. As required, however, the Applicant provisionally 
elects claims 1-9 and 15-18 for prosecution in the event that 
this election/restriction requirement is made final. 
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Under 35 U.S.C. § 121, restriction is appropriate if two or 
more independent and distinct inventions are claimed , in one 
application. As set forth in MPEP § 802.01, inventions are 
independent if there is no disclosed relationship between the 
two or more subjects disclosed, and inventions are distinct if 
two or more subjects as disclosed are capable of separate 
manufacture, use, or sale as claimed. 

On page 2 of the Office Action, the Examiner attempts to 
explain how the invention defined in claims 1-9 is distinct from 
the invention defined in claims 10-14. However, the Examiner 
fails to explain how the invention defined in claims 1-9 is 
independent from the invention defined in claims 10-14. That 
is, it is clear that the invention defined in claims 1-9 and the 
invention defined in claims 10-14 are both directed to a method 
for mapping contacts of a programmable logic device (PLD) to an 
electronic component in a signal routing device having one or 
more layers (see preambles) . Thus, the invention defined in 
claims 1-9 and the invention defined in claims 10-14 are clearly 
related and are not independent from each other. Accordingly, 
it is respectfully submitted that the election/restriction 
requirement is improper, and the withdrawal of such 
election/restriction requirement is respectfully requested. 
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Pars n c Apr 1 1 c a t i - 
Attorney Docker. Ho. 57953,. 000.155 
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in view of the foregoing, it - ~r* srbeitted that 

the present application is in condition, fox allowance, and an 
early indication or the sane is oeurceousiy solicited. The 
Etcaesner is respect fu.I ly requestfo re v r the undersigned by 

ceiephone at the. below listed telephone nuoher , in order to 
■=> i >n - the 

» ypiacai:. ion to issue s ts tions or 

successions asise in connection ••• i U: ;;.e present appiioat ion . 

.- ^.k . a) s. ~ n 1 of 

time under 3 7 CFR § 1.13 6 is hereby made. 

Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with 
the filing of this ccayoaunication to Deposit Account No, 50-0106, 
and please credit any excess fees to such deposit account. 
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Regis t s a r. i err; Mo . 3 7,06 3 
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son a bell 

K Street, 3D 1. 

torn D.C, 10006-1103 
{202} 955-1100 
Facsimile: (202} 778-1201 

Date: Hare a 24, 200 6 




sen . r.rsr\ reconnre ncoreu 
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